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Elisha and the Widow’s Oil (2 Kings 3:1-4:37)
Main Point:  Our actions prove our trust in God.

Key Verse:  I will show you my faith by what I do. - James 2:18b

Materials:  A yummy treat  (Please make sure you do not include an item that is made with peanuts as there are children with peanut allergies.)


Personal Connection:

· Say: There are lots of things that we put our trust in every day. For example, when you came to church this morning, how did you get here? Most of you probably drove in a car to come to church. You trusted that the car would get you here and that the person driving the car would drive you here safely. How did you show that you trusted that the car and the driver would get you to church safely? (Responses should include: You got in the car.) You showed your trust by your actions.

Hands on Application:

· Say: Now we’ve known each other for a few weeks and I am going to ask that you trust me this morning! Ask for a volunteer. Tell your volunteer: I have brought a really yummy treat for you this morning! But there is one condition to you accepting it. You have to trust me when I say that it is really yummy! Say to the group: We are going to see if (name of volunteer) really trusts me this morning by putting a blindfold on him/her. Put the blindfold on your volunteer. Instruct the student to open his or her mouth, then place the treat in his or her mouth.
· Ask: How did (name of volunteer) show his/her trust in me? By his/her actions in accepting the treat. We show God this same trust every time we obey Him. 

Group Discussion:

· Say: It’s also good to remember that HOW we obey God shows our trust as well. Who do you think shows more trust? Susie and Nathan’s mom asked them to clean their room because they were having a surprise guest coming to visit soon. Susie pouted about having to clean her room because she wanted to read her new book she got from the library. Even though her room got cleaned, it took all night to finish because she was moping. Cleaning his room is not Nathan’s favorite thing to do, but he said, “Sure, Mom” and hurried off to do it. Whose actions showed trust more clearly?

· Say: Let’s take a look at a verse that is many peoples’ favorite verse about trust. Read Proverbs 3:5-6 together. What promise does God give us? What do you think it means when it says if we trust God, He will make our paths straight? 
· Say: Think about the widow in today’s story. She had a big problem! She was very poor and her sons were going to be sold off to pay for her debts. She trusted God even when it seemed like a crazy solution! But her obedience showed God that she trusted Him. So be on the lookout for ways to show God how much you trust Him!
Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that your children will learn to show active trust in God. Pray that God will give them opportunities this week to act out their trust in Him.  Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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